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HELP WANTED

skinny, wiry fellows, not over 18.
Must be expert riders, willing to risk death

daily. Orphans preferred. $25 per

Young,

Wages
week.

Tl-l]-_‘ qualifications for a U. S. mail

rider which were outlined in this
1860 San Francisco newspaper ad-

Neither Snow
Nor Rain

vertisement may make Navymen in
the postal rating suspect that mail
carrying problems have decreased
little in the past 108 years—they
have only changed.

The Navy operates one of the big-
gest post offices in the world and its
delivery problems are compounded

MAIL GETS THROUGH to Navymen in all parts of globe in this type weather.

yadmRdy iy

or Heavy

because the men to whom it delivers
mail are literally here today and
someplace else tomorrow.

There are also other factors which
make the Navy's mail service un-
usual. For example, the places to
which the Navy mail is sent are fre-
quently not among the most popu-
lous or among the most accessible
places on earth.

For instance, if you were a Navy
mailman, vou might wonder where
to send letters addressed to the scien-
tific party on Island T-3. The Navy
Postal Service, however, knows that
T-3 is an island of ice floating in
waters north of Canada. The re-
searchers on board receive their mail
along with their supplies.

At the other end of the world,
there is the wintering-over party at
the South Pole Station. Mail for
these men comes only on the morn-
ing delivery—but then, one must
remember the night was six months
long.
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OING AROUND the earth in the

other direction, there is literally
no end to the places to which Navy
mail is routed by the Fleet Post Of-
fices. Letters fly from Spain, San
Juan, San Francisco, Sasebo, Subic
and Saigon.

The flow of mail to the Pacific area
is the largest in the entire Naval
Postal System and the name Saigon
is the tip-off as to why. Much of the
Pacific Navy rotates to and from
Southeast Asia, making the responsi-
bility for delivery there a heavy one.

The responsibility for administer-
ing the Navy’s postal service in this
area belongs to Commander Service
Force, U, S. Pacific Fleet, and last
vear ill()l](‘! []()!\’ISEHVPAC,S pﬂstal or-
ganization routed and distributed
about 42 million pounds of Pacific-
bound mail which passed through
the Fleet Post Office at San Fran-
cisco.

COMSERVPACs work is complicated
somewhat because the method of
distributing mail through the Pacific
area rarely, if ever, remains the same
from one day to the next. Routes
and priorities for mail are constantly
changed to take advantage of avail-
able transportation.

This constant revision gives the

MAIL CALL—USS Kitty Hawk postal crew distributes mail to orderlies. Below:
@ @ @ (|Mailbags for Seventh Fleet ships are unloaded from a COD aboard Hornet.

Navy’s mail service a flexibility LErE . '
which would be impossible if postal 70tk
officers didn’t take advantage of any
and all opportunities to move the
mail.

Letters and parcel post, for ex-
ample, destined for units operating
in the South China Sea frequently
are delivered by unmep ships, but
when other ships are known to make
contact with Navy units operating in
the area, mail is placed aboard these
vessels, too.

M.-\IL. FrOM the United States to
Navymen in ships in the South
China Sea and elsewhere overseas
is handled by the U. S. Post Office
Department as long as it is in the
United States, and the postage paid
on a letter carries it as far as the
Fleet Post Office. From there, the
transportation charges are paid by
the Navy Department,
The highest transportation priority
goes to air mail. This includes let-
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ters, both official and personal which
are marked “Air Mail,” sound re-
corded communications and parcels,

The next highest transportation
priority goes to military official mail.
This includes official letters and
parcels, both of which should be
marked FIRST CLASS—SPECIAL
HANDLING.

If any space remains in the plane
after the air mail and military official
mail is put aboard for ultimate de-
livery in Vietnam, still another type
gets a break and is sent by air.

This is space available mail and
includes personal first class letters,
sound recorded communications hav-
ing the character of personal cor-
respondence, FREE mail en route
from combat areas and personal par-
cels marked SPACE AVAILABLE
MAIL or SAM. These parcels
cannot weigh more than five pounds
nor can they exceed 60 inches in
“combined width and girth.”

HERE HAS also been a fairly recent
development in parcel mail trans-
portation which is designed to speed

Photos clockwise from wabove: (1)
Wagonload of mail goes to Fleet
locator post office. (2) Sorting the
daily mail. (3) Welcome bundles of
mail are stacked on USS Independ-
ence (CVA 62) flight deck. (4) Postal
clerk checks

customs declaration.

delivery across the Pacific. It is
called Parcel Airlift or PAL and
includes packages which weigh 30
pounds or less and in size do not
exceed 60 inches in combined length
and girth.

Such parcels travel by air as long
as they are in the United States and,
while en route overseas, they travel
by air on a space available basis.
The sender of a PAL parcel, how-
ever, need pay only the postage re-
quired for the parcel to reach the
Fleet Post Office via surface trans-
portation plus a flat charge of one
dollar. If the parcel weighs upward
to the 30-pound limit, this proves to
be quite a saving to the sender.

Space available mail also includes
weekly (or more frequent) news
publications which are addressed to
any Armed Forces post office in a
combat zone and to overseas areas
designated as hardship, isolated or
combat support areas.

Mail which does not gualify for
airlift is forwarded on the first avail-
able surface transportation.

By and large, there is enough

daily air transportation between the
continental United States and the
Navy’s postal distribution points at
Yokohama, Japan, and Subic Bay,
R. P., to take care of all air mail, air
parcel post, military official mail and
most of the space available mail.

Yokohama, we might interject at
this point, is the terminal which
serves Japan, Taiwan, Okinawa and
Korea. It takes from three to five
days for a letter mailed in the United
States to arrive in any of these
countries.

Mail going from continental
United States to units operating off
the coast of Vietnam travels by air
to Subic Bay, R. P., which is the
clearing house for letters and parcels
addressed to Navymen at the nine
Operation Market Time stations as
well as to other units operating in
and around Vietnam.

Tl—lE mairL destined for these loca-
tions is loaded on board uUNREP
ships which leave Subic Bay every
three days. These vessels arrive at
the first Market Time stop on the
third day out of Subic Bay, proceed-
ing northward through all their de-
livery points. On the seventh day,
they arrive at a Yankee Station car-
rier operating near the Vietnamese
demilitarized zone where they re-
ceive outgoing mail and return to
Subic Bay.

Mail (which rates air transporta-
tion) for units operating north of
Market Time Station One (the MT
station farthest north) is flown di-
rectly to a Yankee Station carrier
from the Naval Air Station at Cubi
Point.

From the Yankee Station carrier,
the mail usually is delivered by
helicopters to other units on Yankee
Station and to units operating in the
Tonkin Gulf.

When delivery can’t be made by
helicopters, the mail is transferred
from the carrier to an UNReP ship
and delivered during normal under-
way replenishment.

Some space available and all sur-
face mail going to ships on Yankee
Station and north of Market Time
Area One is loaded at Subic Bay on
the Yankee Station-bound uvNREP
ship for delivery during underway
replenishment.

One of the best ways of under-
standing how mail moves to the
Pacific Theater is to trace a letter
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LETTERS GOING HOME are received from ships by Yokosuka Post Office.
Right: Operating schedules are checked before dispatching ship’s mail.

mailed at San Diego addressed to a
unit operating on a Market Time
station along the coast of Vietnam.

It takes about one and a half days
for the letter to travel from San
Diego to San Francisco’s Interna-
tional Airport. This includes time
consumed at the Postal Concentra-
tion Center in downtown San Fran-
cisco.

Two and a half days after the
letter arrives at the San Francisco
airport, it is in Subic Bay, R. P. This
includes handling at Manila Inter-
national Airport and the five hours
required to travel between the air-
port and Subic Bay itself.

Between San Francisco and Subic
Bay, the letter has crossed the inter-
national date line and the time ele-
ment becomes somewhat twisted. To
put it simply, however, the average
time for a letter to travel between
San Diego and Subic Bay is about
five San Diego calendar days.

T THIS POINT, delivery begins to

slow down. In fact, one to four
days must be added, depending
upon the sailing date of the next
UNREP ship.

We will say, for example, that the
letter is addressed to a Navyman
served by Market Time Station Nine
(the MT station farthest south). The
mail is received at MT Nine every
third day, making the letter between
eight and 11 days old when it
reaches its destination. If the letter
were going as far north as Market
Time Station One, it would arrive
from 11 to 14 calendar days after it
was postmarked., Of this time, be-
tween six and nine days have ac-
tually been spent in transit after the
mail arrived at Subic Bay. The rest
was spent awaiting transportation.
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Mail going to Navymen inside
Vietnam arrives somewhat more
speedily. There are three mail gate-
ways to Vietnam—at Saigon, Da
Nang and Cam Ranh Bay.

Air and space available mail to
these points can be assured a rea-
sonably rapid delivery, the usual
transit time from San Francisco be-
ing from four to six days.

If the Navyman receiving the mail
is stationed at one of these locations,
he has it made—mailwise, at least.
If the addressee is in the boondocks,
however, delivery becomes difficult
because of lack of transportation and
sometimes because of weather—es-
pecially during the rainy season.

lETTERS destined for outlying points

will reach their destination in
from two to three days after leaving
one of the gateway points. Second
class mail and below is slower. In
fact, it frequently takes from six to
eight weeks for delivery of surface
mail to all points in the Western
Pacific.

The time consumed handling mail
when it reaches the Postal Concen-
tration Center at San Francisco, the
Terminal Navy Post Offices at Subic
Bay and Yokohama and one of the
gateways to Vietnam is a factor in
the delivery of mail overseas.

It may seem to some that time
not spent in actual transit is wasted.
Nevertheless, the mail must be sorted
from time to time and this is done
with great dispatch. The Naval Sup-
port Activity’s Fleet Locator at
Saigon’s Tan Son Nhut Airport is a
case in point,

Tan Son Nhut is the place at
which all bulk mail arrives and is
dispatched to every mnaval activity,
base ship and detachment in the H,

IIT and IV Corps areas of South
Vietnam—a job which means deliv-
ering tons of mail each month.

THE ARea for which the NavSuppAct

Fleet Locator is responsible covers
65,948 square miles in which about
16,000 Navymen are located. Fif-
teen postal tlerks work three shifts,
24 hours a day to distribute the
mountains of mail they receive daily.

The mail is first sorted according
to service branches at the air ter-
minal. Navy mail is loaded on carts
called corrals where it is sorted ac-
cording to Naval Activities Groups.

After the mail is sorted according
to maval activities, it is rebundled
and bagged, then placed into APO
and FPO numbered bins which cor-
respond to the different naval activi-
ties in the country.

The mail is then dispatched on the
first plane heading for the general
area of the APO/FPO number bin
in which it was placed.

Whether or not the plane belongs
to the Army, Navy or Air Force is
immaterial — the mail is placed
aboard to move it in the fastest man-
ner possible.

Mail addressed to detachments of
the Naval Support Activity at Saigon
provides an example of the remote
locations to which letters and pack-
ages are sent—An Thoi, for instance,
located on Phu Quoc Island in the
Gulf of Thailand or the South China
Sea’s Con Son Island and its remote
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BROWN - SHOE MAILMAN — Most
ships at sea receive mail by helicop-
ter or by highline from another ship.

radar site, where 13 men are waiting
for a letter from home.

ETTERS and parcels delivered to
men in the boondocks are picked
up on arrival by a handful of postal
clerks who strap on their guns, get
into their trucks and drive through
areas frequently infested with Viet
Cong to meet the mail plane at some
small, dirt runway.

When the plane discharges its
cargo, the postal clerk loads his truck
and returns to his detachment with
letters from home and packages full
of goodies the jungle fighters haven't
seen for quite a while.

Remote locations, bad weather
and limited transportation all con-
spire to slow the mails in Southeast
Asia but, if there is a disadvantage in
slow delivery, there is at least some-
thing which could be taken for a
silver lining behind the cloud.

As most Navymen know, members
of the armed forces are authorized
free use of the mails in some areas
and Vietnam is one of these areas.

INCE MOST Navymen are accus-
tomed to the use of stamps rather
than the franking privilege, it might
be well to note the following ground
rules which apply to free mail:

e To be free, the mail must be
first class. This includes postal cards,
and sound recorded communications
having the character of personal cor-
respondence, as well as letters. Pic-
tures, clippings and similar items
which are incidental to the message
of the letter sent may be enclosed.

e The word Free must be written
in the upper right-hand corner of the
envelope in the sender’s own hand-
writing and the sender’s name, serv-
ice number, grade and complete
mailing address must appear in the
envelope’s upper left-hand corner.

e Navymen hospitalized by dis-

KNOCK OFF SHIP'S WORK—Time to read and answer those important letters.

ease or injuries received in combat
zones as a result of military service
or operations in a combat zone are
entitled to the use of free mail.

e Letters to addresses in foreign
countries can be sent free. En-
velopes will not, however, be marked
Free as they would if being sent to
the United States. Instead, they must
bear in the upper right-hand corner
of the address side the mechanically
printed or rubber-stamped statement,
Postage Paid—Port Paye. (The last
two words are French.)

If the sender wants to use airmail
service for letters addressed to for-
eign locations, air mail envelopes
must be used.

Although a flood of Navy mail
passes through the port of San Fran-
cisco on its way to the Pacific area,
the amount which passes through the
Fleet Post Office at New York could
hardly be considered a trickle. Last
year alone, for example, it handled
well over eight million pounds.

The area covered by the New York
Fleet Post Office includes the east
coast of the United States and
Canada (including Great Lakes
ports), the Panama Canal Zone and
all of South America, Africa, Europe
and that part of Asia west of 100
degrees east longitude.

SINC‘E most of the Navy mail de-
livered in the Atlantic area is sent
to men in ships, a constant review is
made of Atlantic Fleet operations
schedules, exercise operation sched-
ules and ship movement reports be-
fore any mail is routed.

Fleet message traffic is also
checked each day for ship move-
ments. This includes all U. S. Navy
ships, all merchant shipping under
the Military Sea Transport Service
control in the Atlantic and all U, S.
Coast Guard ships operating with
the Navy.

Mail destined for a shore station
is sent by commercial airline, truck
or train—depending upon the mail’s
classification and destination.

At sea, an aircraft carrier usually
serves as a floating post office, receiv-
ing mail flown to it, distributing let-
ters and parcels to the carrier crew
as well as sending it on to smaller
ships in company.

While the Fleet Post Office at San
Francisco is currently preoccupied
with meeting the extraordinary de-
mands placed on it by the situation
in Vietnam, the New York Fleet Post
Office has also been confronted with
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unusual situations and met them

with great elan.

WHEN A crisis arises in the New

York FPO area, the demand for
postal service increases as experience
has shown in the Cuban, Dominican
and Mediterranean crises of the past
few vyears.

The postal crises have been solved
in the past by the creation of a mo-
bile post office directed by the Fleet
Postal Officer- and staffed by five en-
listed men. These men are always
available for immediate deployment
from Norfolk to establish terminal
postal facilities where such activities
don’t exist.

The Navy’s postal system strives in
every way to deliver a Navyman's
letters to him in the least possible
time and constantly seeks to improve
service, particularly in the combat
area of Southeast Asia.

Any improvement in service, how-
ever, is contingent upon the trans-
portation available and, when service
is improved, it usually is because a
vigilant postal officer squeezes more
from the transportation he already
has.

Inasmuch as the time required to
move mail within the United States
and to overseas distribution points is
predictable, it is of some advantage
for Navymen and their families to
learn the dates or frequency of mail
pickups and deliveries at the various
distribution points through which
their correspondence passes. Letters,
like travelers on trains, planes or
buses, can also make schedules.

It is also easier on the nerves and
tempers of both servicemen and the
folks back home to recognize that a
letter destined for a remote area in
Southeast Asia’s jungles will not be
delivered as quickly as a letter di-
rected to a street address in a city.

H()WEVER, if mail service in remote

areas becomes unreasonably
slow, it should be brought to the
commanding officer’s attention. There
may be a breakdown in the system
which has gone unnoticed and could
be remedied.

Fortunately, the greatest cause for
delayed mail delivery can easily be
remedied. The reason is simply that
a Navyman's correspondent fre-
quently doesn’t use the right address,
thereby placing a burden on the
postal service which the sender could
easily have assumed himself.

A Navyman who finds his cor-
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POSTAL CLERK 1st Class R. C. Brown,

respondence is incorrectly, incom-
pletely or illegibly addressed, should
inform the writer of his error so it
won't occur again and delay receipt
of subsequent letters.

The young, skinny, wiry fellow
who carried the mail over a hundred
years ago probably couldnt have
cared less if the letter in his saddle
bag was properly addressed, nor did

USN, mail supervisor of APO 96214,
checks packages that are ready for distribution at local naval activities.

his conscience burn if a stop for a
short beer delayed his arrival at the
western railhead until after the train
had chugged eastward.
Nevertheless, he had his problems
and it would be interesting if he and
the Navy’s postmen could determine
whether saddle sores have been the
only difficulty eliminated during the
past century. —Robert Neil.

Almost everyone knows that the
U. S. mails cannot be used to trans-
port certain articles and, although
common sense would preclude mail-
ing most prohibited items, others
are not so obvious.

Again, some items may be
mailed to certain areas and are
prohibited in others. If your cor-
respondents are in doubt concern-
ing what may be mailed, they
should consult their local post-
master.

Here is a list of types of articles
which are generally excluded from
the U. S. mails:

¢ Alcoholic beverages.

% Radioactive materials.

e Precious metals in an unmanu-
factured state.

® Pellet guns using compressed
air or gas.

e Matches of any kind.

& Lighter fluid and lighters con-
taining lighter fluid.

Let Common Sense (and This List) Be Your Guide

e Jewelry and watches having
a value greater than $10 are not
excluded; however, they must be
sent by registered mail if destined
for an APO or FPO.

Cigarettes may be sent to some
APOs and FPOs, and not to others.
You should check with your post-
master.

Magnetic materials may not be
sent by airmail because they might
interfere with the plane’s compass.
Although they are permitted to
travel by surface mail, your cor-
respondents should bear in mind
that most mail destined for APOs
and FPOs usually goes by air mail.

Acceptance of firearms in the
mail is determined by the area
commander. You will have to do a
little research here.

And bear in mind that living
plant material may not be shipped
into the United States. It may not
be shipped to certain APOs and
FPOs from the United States.




USS Bon Homme Richard (CVA 31)—NUC

USS Shasta

Heroism & Teamwork:

THE Navy’s tradition of teamwork

—at sea and ashore—is as appar-
ent today as ever before. A growing
number of ships and units have been
cited with awards for service which
ranges from exceptionally meritorious
to heroic.

Unit awards to outstanding Navy
and Marine Corps teams take three
forms:

Presidential Unit Citation — The
PUC is the highest single honor that
may be bestowed on a ship or other
Navy or Marine Corps unit. The
PUC is awarded in the name of the
President for outstanding perform-
ance in combat, and is considered
equivalent to award of the Navy
Cross to an individual. Two PUCs
have been awarded to Navy and
Marine Corps units since the begin-
ning of the Vietnam conflict (see
column at right).

Navy Unit Commmendation—The
NUC is awarded by the Secretary of
the Navy to units distinguished by
outstanding heroism in action, and
to units distinguished by extremely
meritorious service in support of
military operations. The NUC
awarded to a ship or other unit is
considered equivalent to the Silver
Star Medal or Legion of Merit
awarded to an individual.

Meritorious Unit Commendation—
The MUC, also awarded by the
Secretary of the Navy, was estab-
lished last year to recognize valor
and meritorious performance under
combat or mnoncombat conditions.

The MUC ranks immediately below
the NUC.

Individual Navymen who serve
with a cited unit during the period
prescribed for a unit award are en-
titled to wear the PUC, NUC or
MUC ribbon bar, as appropriate.
There are no medals associated with
unit awards.

During recent years, most unit
awards have gone to ships and units
that have been serving in combat
or otherwise supporting operations
in Southeast Asia. QOutstanding
teams singled out for unit awards
since the last BuPers listing (ALL
Hanps, July 1967) include:

Presidential Unit Citation

A detachment of Mine Squadron
Eleven and the Third Marine Divi-
sion have received the highest of
unit awards, the Presidential Unit
Citation.

Detachment Alfa of Mine Squad-
ron Eleven was cited with the PUC
for heroic service between June 1966
and February 1967 when the mine-
sweepers kept the Long Tau-Saigon
channel open to MSTS and friendly
merchant ships.

Only one merchantman was lost to
an enemy mine, despite the fact the
naval forces had not previously en-
gaged in river warfare of the type
encountered in Vietnam.

The PUC citation stated, in part,
that “under constant threat of mines
exploding under their small craft,

and ambushes by Viet Cong in-
surgents, the detachment developed
new concepts and tactics to carry
out a hazardous mission.

“Enemy ambushes, launched from
concealed positions on both sides of
the river, often brought the detach-
ment under fire. Disregarding the
perils, the detachment often ma-
neuvered the lightly armored and
armed craft to within point-blank
range of enemy fire and continued
conducting minesweeps.”

The Third Marine Division (Re-
inforced) was awarded the PUC for
extraordinary heroism and out-
standing performance in action
against the North Vietnamese Army
and Viet Cong forces during the
period from March 1965 to Septem-
ber 1967.

The Division successfully exe-
cuted 80 major combat operations,
and in carrying the battle to the
enemy captured thousands of tons of
weapons and materiel.

The unit also participated in
more than 125,000 offensive counter-
guerrilla actions ranging from squad
patrols and ambushes to company-
sized search and destroy operations.
The Division repeatedly distin-
guished itself during battle with
hostile forces.

Navy Unit Commendation

vss Bon Homme Richard (CVA
31) and Attack Carrier Air Wing
Twenty-One (CVW 21)—Cited with
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(AE 6)—MUC

It’s a Tra

the NUC for their joint combat
operations between February and
July 1967. During a period of 111
days, while faced with adverse
weather, enemy aircraft, antiaireraft
fire, and surface-to-air missiles, the
crew of Bon Homme Richard and
her carrier-based aircraft succeeded
in important missions against the
enemy’s power ontput and its logistic
line of communication.

Inshore Fire Support Division
Ninety-Three, consisting of uss
Carronade (IFS 1), Clarion River
(LSMR 409), Saint Francis River
(LSMR 525) and White River
(LSMR 536)—Awarded the NUC
for exceptionally meritorious service
in support of friendly forces during
combat operations from April 1966
to May 1967. The team’s fire sup-
port action against the enemy was
unsurpassed for a relatively small
unit.

For a report on this Navy team of
ships, see the March issue of ArL
Hanps Magazine, page 18.

Harbor Clearance Unit One—
Awarded the NUC for 24 hazardous
diving and combat salvage opera-
tions between February 1966 and
March 1967. A citation stated that
Harbor Clearance Unit One faced
hostile fire and major obstacles in-
cluding heavy seas, strong tidal cur-
rents and zero visibility while accom-
plishing underwater tasks which in-
cluded: salvage; harbor and river

MAY 1968

dition

clearance of damaged vessels of all
sizes; searches for suspected limpet
mines; and recovery of aircraft
wreckage and enemy ordnance.

uss Eldorado (AGC 11) received
the MUC for her part in 12 combat
actions on Vietnam beaches. The
amphibious flagship was a focal
point for command and communi-
cations, and met every commitment
during operations which put her at
sea T0 per cent of the time. Eldorado
operated at high speeds with little
time for upkeep, and processed mas-
sive quantities of message traffic.

vss Hancock (CVA 19) and
squadrons of Attack Carrier Air
Wing Five (CVW 5) embarked in
Hancock were awarded the MUC
for combat action in the Tonkin
Gulf during the carrier’s latest (and
third) tour in the combat zone. The
combined strength of Hancock and
the air wing resulted in successful
strikes against heavily fortified mili-
tary and logistic installations and
lines of communications. Hancock
had won the NUC for earlier cruises
in Vietnam waters.

uss Tutuila (ARG 4) won the
MUC after providing logistic support
during the buildup of counter-
insurgency forces in Vietnam from
July 1966 to September 1967. The
internal combustion engine repair
ship’s citation stated: “Although
faced with a minimum of resources,

USS Hancock (CVA 19)—NUC

USS St Francis River (LSMR 525)—NUC

Harbor Clearance Unit One—NUC




and while conducting sustained re-
pair operations and resupply at an
exposed anchorage, Tutuila provided
logistic support to a wide variety of
ships and craft assigned to the var-
ious naval units deployed in defense
of the Republic of Vietnam.”

uss Edson (DD 946) received her
MUC after conducting fire support
missions during combat operations
between February and July 1967.
In the face of intensive gunfire from
coastal enemy sites, the destroyer
inflicted severe damage on military
installations, lines of communica-
tions, waterborne logistics craft and
storage sites. During Army and
Marine Corps operations and am-
phibious landings, Edson provided
naval gunfire support on 293 tar-

gets and frequently came under
hostile fire. On one occasion, after
receiving a direct hit which caused
material and personnel casualties,
Edson completed her mission and
continued fire which suppressed
enemy batteries. CDR Jay Vermilya,
usn, commanding officer of the
destroyer, was awarded the Bronze

Star Medal. CDR Vermilya and

nine Edson crewmembers were
awarded the Purple Heart.
Additional NUCs

Other recent recipients of the

Navy Unit Commendation, and

the

periods of service for which
awards apply, are:

Repose (AH 16)
22 Feb 1966—8 Feb 1967

Minemen rig for sweep of Long Tau River.

10

Ticonderoga (CVA 14) and Attack Carrier Air
Wing 19 (CYW 19)

28 Oct 1966—21 May 1967
Kitty Howk (CVA 63) and Attack Carrier Air
Wing 11 (CVW 11)

4 Dec 1966—28 Apr 1967
Halsey (DLG 23) and Towers (DDG 9)

31 July—6 Sep 1966

1 October—& Nov 1966
Stoddard (DD 566)

18 Janvary—5 Feb 1967

8—29 Mar 1967
Underwater Demolition Team 12 (UDT 12)

29 Aug 1966—3 Mar 1967
Haddo (SSN 604)

A period in 1966
Enterprise (CVAN 65) and Attack Carrier Air
Wing 9 (CVW 9)

18 Dec 1966—20 Jun 1967
Fleet Air Wing 10, consisting of Patrol Squad-
rons 9, 19 and 47

19 March—1 Apr 1967
Task Group 32.1, consisting of Commander Fleet
Air Wing 2 and staff; Patrol Squadrens 6 and
28; and detachments of Patrol Squadrons 9 and
a7

31 Janvary—8 Mar 19467
Pollack (SSN 603)

A period in 1967
Patrol Squadron 22 (VP 22)

22 Jan—22 Mar 1967

Meritorious Unit Commendation

The following is the latest avail-
able listing of ships and wunits
awarded or recommended for the
Meritorious Unit Commendation.
Note that ships, units and eligible
personnel may appropriately display
the award after notification of ap-
proval by the Chief of Naval Opera-
tions. This applies even though
official promulgation of individual
awards may not have been made by
the Chief of Naval Personnel.

Amphibious Ready Group Bravo

Benjamin Stoddert (DDG 22)

Canberra (CAG 2)

DuPont (DD 941)

Edson (DD 946)

Eldorade (AGC 11)

Fleet Intelligence Center, Pacific

George K. Mackenzie (DD 836)

Hancock (CVA 19)

Inshore Undersea Warfare Group 1 (WestPac
Det.)

King (DLG 10)

Long Beach (CGN %)

Morton (DD 948)

Naval Beach Group 1 (WestPac Det.)

U. 5. Naval Magazine, Subic Bay

Naval Nuclear Power Unit, Ft. Belvoir, Va.
U. 5. Naval Ship Repair Facility, Subic Bay
Oceanographic Systems, Pacific (TG 30.4)
Officer in Charge of Construction, RVN
Okinawa (LPH 3)

Ozbourn (DD B846)

Point Kennedy (WEB 82320)

Pollux {(AKS 4)

Rupertus (DD 851)

Shasta (AE 6)

Tutvila (ARG 4)
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OIL KING CLASS—Chief Machinist's Mate J. D. Pence, instructor at Petroleum Handling School, runs fuel tests.

A School Fit for a King

LMa MATER for ServLant oil

kings is the Petroleum Handling
School located at Fort Lee, an Army
base some three miles southeast of
Petersburg, Va. Established in Sep-
tember 1966, the school is an aca-
demic department of the Army’s
Quartermaster School, but is staffed
by Navy instructors.

The school offers enlisted Fleet
oiler personnel a four-week course
by Service Force instructors. It is at
this time that they learn the finer
points of receiving, storing, issuing
and testing petroleum and its related
products.

During their stay at PHS, the stu-
dents learn of methods of identify-
ing, inspecting and using transfer
hoses aboard naval wvessels. They
learn to assess a storage tank in re-
spect to the type of material they are
handling. They receive a course in
first echelon maintenance, covering
safety firewalls, and splinter walls,
safety hazards, climate effects and
temperature measurement.

Of the many tests presented in the
school laboratory, one is quality
surveillance. It is designed to un-
cover any contamination or deteriora-
tion in cargo petroleum and related
products. During the test, samples
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of petroleum products normally car-
ried in ServLant oilers are taken
through step after step, as existing
contamination is found and eradi-
cated.

Another aspect of handling the
Navy’s liquid petroleum is learning
its characteristics during temperature
changes. Like most matter, pe-
troleum expands and contracts with

us
}%1 ¢RM/

PETROLEU
FIELD TF

GREETINGS—Mute oil king,

con-
structed of pipe, connector joints, and
nozzles, greets students at ComServ-
Lant’s Petroleum Handling School.

variations in temperature. To better
enable oiler men to cope with this
problem, instructors at the school
teach them how to correct cargo
upon receipt to a gauged volume of
60° F; a standard procedure also

practiced throughout the civilian
petroleum industry.
Special emphasis is placed on

teaching the oil men the causes and
prevention of fire. They are taught
how to extinguish petroleum fires as
well as how to prevent them.

After four weeks of training, the
students have also learned how to
operate air eliminators, various filters,
different types of strainers and de-
vices designed to separate water
from petroleum.

PHS participants have entered dis-
cussions on how to use sequence
tables and non-standard boiler fuels
in emergencies. They have com-
pared notes on their individual ships’
problems and how they were solved.
They have learned to compute sta-
bility and stress of petroleum loaded
vessels, They have worked with
flame arrestors and explosion-proof
lighting units.

When he finishes at PHS, the oil
king is prepared to face almost any
emergency he might encounter,
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LSO Directs Students Aboard USS Lexington—by M. McCaffrey.

Recording Your Navy’s

With Brush
and Palette

Fueling At Sea (WW Il)—by Dwight C. Shepler, CDR, USNR.

!!' HAD JUST BEGUN to get the feel of
the ship while sketching crew-
men who were working on deck. 1
was sitting on the pier near the huge
bow becoming really engrossed in
my sketching when I heard a crunch
behind me. I turned around to find
that a crane had just demolished my
paints, brushes and canvases.”

The above incident is described in
a combat artist’s log which accom-
panied his portrayal of uss New
Jersey as she was being readied for
her second commissioning. There
are many similar accounts and sev-
eral are indeed harrowing. Because
of the nature of their job, combat
artists go on operations with little
more than pen and paper to sketch
and record for historical purposes,
and sometimes their experiences are
almost as interesting to read as the
resulting artwork is to view.

Unlike most Navymen, the combat
artist has a different idea of paint-
ing than the familiar chipping ham-
mer, red lead and gray paint even
though many of his individual works
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ultimately include that typically
Navy gray.

The U. S. Navy has been depicted
in art in its various forms from the
inception of the formal combat art
program in 1941,

Combat artists have illustrated the
Navy at work, using virtually every
medium available. More recently,
some have used the impressionistic
style to tell the Navy story. What-
ever the medium and whatever the
technique employed, all works of
art have been done with the primary
purpose of recording naval history.

AnT, as it relates to the Navy, goes
back to the woodcuts and paint-
ings of sailing ships at the very be-
ginning of the U. S. Navy. In a
sense, the first piece of combat art
would be the first portrait of the first
commissioned U. S. vessel. But most
of the historic works dating from the
American Revolution up to 1941
were illustrated by artists second-
hand, from accounts of battles and
operations. (ALL Hanxps will be tell-
ing that story in a future issue.)

istory

The Navy’s first official “combat
artist,” commissioned in 1941,
changed Navy art when he joined a
convoy patrol to Iceland and painted
what he saw there. He was Com-
mander Griffith Bailey Coale, an ac-
complished muralist, who contrib-
uted much to the collection.

The Navy began the present com-
bat art collection with the establish-
ment of the official Combat Artist
billet in 1941. Coale, along with
those who joined and followed him,
proved that a skilled artist could il-
lustrate a lasting, truthful visualiza-
tion of important historical battles
and operations which would supple-
ment that recorded by the camera.
In addition, the artist could capture
the total event rather than a brief
episode; he could portray the event
in a more dramatic manner; and
could also illustrate nighttime opera-
tions. Classified gear could also be
more efficiently edited out of his
finished work while still depicting
the full story.

This dramatic portrayal of history
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Artist's Conception: F-4 Air Strike 220-lb. Frags—By John Steel.

Convoy Entering Mers-El-Kebir—by Lieutenant Mitchell Jamieson, USNR.
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Crewman In Rescue Chopper After Mission
—by John Steel.

River Patrol Boat 16—by John Steel.

was fully realized when Coale
painted a mural of the attack on
Pearl Harbor shortly after he was
commissioned. The work is a char-
coal and chalk rendering on a close
woven canvas, done at the scene
after the attack, while damaged
ships were still smoking. According
to Charles Lawrence, Museum Spe-
cialist-Arts, at the U. S. Navy Art
Center, this mural is the most prized
piece in the Navy combat art col-
lection.

HE score of the paintings cur-

rently in the collection ranges from
the beginning of World War 1II to
Vietnam. The Navy combat art col-
lection is not complete, however. It
will continue to grow as about 150
paintings of current subjects are
added to the collection each year.
It presently contains more than 3300
individual pieces of art which have
a total value of about $2.5 million.

The U. S. Navy Art Center, under
the direction of Rear Admiral H. L.
Miller, vsn, Chief of Information,
maintains and perpetuates the Navy
combat art collection. At its loca-
tion in the Washington Navy Yard,
Building 67, Washington, D. C.,
there is a gallery for showing current
and selected pieces of art to the pub-
lic. The Art Center maintains facili-
ties for storing, framing and re-
furbishing all works in the collection.
Artists are also sent on assignment
by the Center.

The Navy collection is the only
military art grouping which has been
continually active both in acquiring
paintings and exhibiting them since
1941. The Navy Art Center’s pur-
pose is to continue a collection of
paintings of significant naval opera-
tions for historic purposes. This it
has done, even though active duty
combat artists were phased out of
the program in 1950. There are no
such billets in the Navy currently,

Mekong Delta: Seal Team Dropoffi—Night Ambush—by John Steel.

although selected enlisted men and
officers do contribute to the program
and the collection.

THE ACTIVE DUTY ARTIST has been

replaced by civilians who donate
their work to the collection. These
civilians, representing some of the
foremost artists in the United States
today, are commissioned by the
Center in conjunction with the Navy
Art Cooperation And Liaison Com-
mittee (NACAL) to travel with the
Fleet. This committee was formed
by the Salmagundi Club of New
York City, one of the oldest and
most respected art clubs in the
country.

A NACAL has also been organized
and is supported by the Municipal
Art Department of Los Angeles. It
is sometimes referred to as “NACAL
West.” The committees provide the
center with a source of contact with
civilians who might add to the com-
bat art collection.

To date, 17 civilians from NACAL
have been sent to Vietnam to cover
various operations ranging from the
Seabee story to the carriers on
Yankee Station. The results of the
Vietnam trips are 156 individual
pieces of art added to the Navy
collection.

Individual Navymen can also par-
ticipate and add to the collection. If
you have done work on a particular
subject which you feel might add
to the program, you may submit your
artwork to the Navy Art Center for
consideration.

Package your work carefully and
send it directly to the U. 5. Navy
Art Center, Washington Navy Yard,
Washington, D. C. 20390. A cover-
ing letter should accompan’ the
package, and it should be sent to the
Navy Art Center via the Office of the
Chief of Information, Navy Depart-
ment, Washington, D. C. 20350

The letter should contain a state-




ment by you releasing all rights in-
volved, and it should be sent as an
official letter through your command-
ing officer. A short biographical
sketch and a summary of the work
which has been forwarded should
also be enclosed. The summary
should include ship, squadron or
unit names and other specifies of the
operation.

SEVEHAL ART EXHIBITS sponsored by

the Center go on tour each year.
The exhibits, called “Operation
Palette,” are sent to the various naval
districts. Three different Operations
Palette are currently available to the
naval districts for subsequent sched-
uled showings in cities within their
area.

Operation Palette 1 uses artwork
depicting the Navy from 1947 to
1960. The individual pieces illus-
trate various aspects of the Navy and
are not limited to one subject. Op-
eration Palette II contains renderings
depicting the Navy from 1960 to the
present. Operation Palette III is now
being planned and consolidated to
contain impressionistic paintings of
the Navy. Each of the Palettes con-
tains from 100 to 120 pieces of work.

In addition, special tours of ex-
hibits containing 30 renderings each
are sent to wvarious universities
throughout the United States each
vear in conjunction with the Naval
Reserve Officer Training Corps
(NROTC).

Some of the better paintings of
the collection have been selected for
reproduction. To date, 22 have been
reproduced in full-color lithographs.
These may be requested by Navy
activities for official use by writing to
the Community Relations Branch,
Chief of Information, Navy Depart-
ment, Washington, D. C. 20350.

These lithos are 22 by 28 inches
in size, and are general selections
from the collection. They may be

USS Kittyhawk on Yankee Station—by John Steel.

Photos Clockwise from Above Right: (1) CDR
Griffith B. Coale, USNR, World War Il Navy
Combat Artist. (2) Verne Tossey (left)
sketching Swift boat skipper near Cam
Rhan Bay. (3) WW Il artist Lieutenant
Dwight Shepler taking notes in Philippines.
(4) Richard Genders, DMC, USNR, doing
on-scene sketch.

purchased for personal use for one
dollar each, from Director, Navy
Publications and Printing Service
Office, Building 4, Section D, 700
Robbins Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa.
19111,

GALLERIES AND museums through-
out the United States have used

selections from the Navy collection
in exhibits. Most of the major gal-
leries in the U. S. are included in
that list. Among them are the
Smithsonian Institution, the National
Gallery of Art and the Metropolitan
Gallery of Art in New York.
Selected pieces of Navy combat
artwork are also international travel-

Untitled—by 5. J. Indiviglia.




Many of the artists who have participated in the Navy combat art
program are noted figures of contemporary 'art in the United States.
Their works have hung in many major U. §. galleries and also major
galleries abroad. Series of works which have been presented to the Navy
collection by these professionals depict many facets of the Navy story.

The list below probably contains many names with which you will be
familiar. The following is a list of contributing artists to the Navy combat
art program:

Frank Edward Ackerman
Ben Abril

Marion Andraws
Torre Asplund
Carlos Anderson
Standish Backus
Robert Benney
Thomas Hart Benton
Franklin Boggs
Arthur J. Barbour
Patric Bauernschmidt
Warren Baumgartner
Calvin C. Beall

Bill Bender

Walter Bollendonk
Richard Botto

Rebert G. Bradshaw
Walter Brightwell
Marbury Hill Brown
1. William Burgess
Freeman Buits
Randolph Bye
Vernon Howe Bailey
Banta

McClelland Barclay
Robert J. Benson
Beaumont

Bittinger

Blaisdell

Bookhardt

Bundy

Burnett

Howard Baer
Howard D. Clapp
Conner

Michael Cotter
Michael Capozzi

1. Gordon Carr
Richard Clive
William Coombs
Leonard Cutrow
Hugh Cabot 111
Griffith B. Coale
William F. Draper
Aldolf Dehn

Paul Darrow

Dr. Hannibal De Bellis
Louis De Donato
Charles Demetropoulos
Joe De Thomas
Theodore Donaldson
Joseph Dimare
Apolle Derian

John T. Dyer

Walt Disney

LCDR Walter J. Edwards
Robert M. Ellis
Michael Engel
Edgar Ewing

Kerr Eby

Don Freeman
Robert E. Fieux
Keith Finch

H. Fisk

Edmond J. Fitzgerald
Lydia Fruhauf
Frost

James F. Gill
George Gray

Dan Greene

John Groth

Stuart G. Garrett
Clifford N. Geary
Richard A. Genders
Herbert C. Haohn
Joseph Hirsch

Irwin Hoffman
Frederick Hammersley
Theodore Hancock
Peter Hayward
Robert €. Haun
Richard Haines
Ardis Hughes
Salvatore J. Indiviglia
Mitchell Jamieson
David Wu Ject-Key
Cecile Johnson
Scholten Jones
Louis Kaep

Charles R. Kinghan
Raymond Kinstler
Gene Klebe

Allen Koss

Francis V. Kughler
Max J. Katz

Julian Levi

Carlos lopez
Emest Lacy

John N. Lewis

Luis Llorente
Wesley McKeown
Charles McVicker
George Menkel

Gil Miret

Ernest Otto Mondorf
Hal Moare

Charles Molina

MeCall

Joel Malmeo
Maxine MeCaffrey
Reginald Marsh
David 5. Martin
George McCrady
Edward Millman
Albert K. Murray
Jon Nielsen

Henry Nordhausen
Henry O‘Cennor
Thomas O'Hara
Paul Ortilip
Grant Powers
John Phey

George Payne
Barye Winchell Phillips
Ogned Pleissner
Paul Pernish
Richardson
Alexander P. Russo
John C. Roach
Rosalind Rust
Edward Stevenson
George Shall

R. Harmer Smith
Kipp Soldwedel
Frank Soltesz
George Sottung
John Steel

Robert E. Sticker
Jack Stuck

Joseph Santero
Betty-Lou Schlemm
James Scott
Jonathan Scott
Dwight C. Shepler
George Schrieber
Lawrence B. Smith
Sample

R. G. Smith
George Tarbox
Jim Turnbull
Richard Thompson
Michael M. Tekirian

Ralph Von Lehmden Vegh

Jon Whitcomb

Ted Wilbur
Howard Warshaw
Charles Waterhouse

Marcella Comes Winslow

Cliff Young
Jirayr Zorthian
Larry Zabel

ers. Several have been hung in
major galleries in England, France,
Holland, Belgium, Japan and Austria.
Each individual artist has his own
style of gathering impressions for the
final product just as he has his own
stvle of execution. Some make
sketches, some take photographs,
some take notes, some paint on the
scene and others wait to finish their
paintings after returning from the
assignment. Most use a combination
of several of the above techniques to
create the final work. Facial expres-
sions can be captured quickly by
sketching on the scene, while elabo-
rate backgrounds and settings can be
photographed for later compilation.
Mr. Verne Tossey, civilian artist
from NACAL, recently returned
from Vietnam. His technique of gath-
ering information typifies that used
by many combat artists who strive to
illustrate the total Navy story.

URING THE TRip the action was
fast and gave little time for de-
tailed studies of subjects. On several
occasions he encountered hostile fire,

USS De Haven at Wonsan—by Journalist-
Seaman Hugh Cabot.

ALL HANDS



and once shrapnel ripped his cloth-
ing while he was on assignment at

an advanced outpost with the
Riverine Force. He took many notes,
many photographs and completed
many sketches.

Tossey is now working from those
sketches and notes to complete his
series. He used basic sketches to
-apture the individual face and the
fleeting action during his trip. Notes
help him to fill in the spaces and
photographs help give him back-
ground. He does not paint on the
scene, but waits until returning to
compile his records into a picture
which will ultimately tell the full
story.

During his trip he sketched the
amphibious operations in the delta
country, went on a patrol with a
Swift boat crew and then flew to
Yankee Station in the Gulf of Ton-
kin to record the Navy's carrier
operations.

One painting now completed de-
picts the Mobile Riverine Force
which Tossey describes as “a minia-
ture American Navy of small craft
operating in the rivers and coastal

Victory Pass—by Herbert C. Hahn, PH1, USNR.

MAY 1968

Upper left: Juni( Force Patrol, Vietnam—by Edmond J. Fitzgerald. Above: Typhoon
(Korea)—by Herbert C. Hahn, PH1, USNR.

Signalman—by LT Mitchell Jamieson, USNR.

Rough Going—LT Albert K. Murray, USNR.

—-—

17



Above: LSO Team—by John Steel. Below

left: Da Nang Harbor—by Gene Klebe. Be-

low right: Untitled—by John Steel. Bottom:

Pulling Alengside For Replenishment—by
John Steel.

waters.” He further explains their
mission and emphasizes the fact that
the crews often come under fire while
on patrol. His sketches and notes
have given him the over-all picture
which is reflected in his finished
works.

An exhibit currently being shown
at the Navy Art Center contains 49

finished renderings by Richard
Haines and Frank Ackerman of
NACAL. Haines accompanied a

river patrol force in Vietnam to
gain subject matter for his presenta-
tion. Ackerman traveled with the
latest Navy convoy to Antarctica to
produce watercolor and ink impres-
sions of that expedition.

Two enlisted men are also repre-
sented by work in the current exhibit.
Seaman William L. Oakes has ex-
hibited four studies of the overhaul
of uvss New Jersey (BB 62). Seaman
John C. Roach has contributed three
drawings of the aircraft carrier uss
John F. Kennedy (CVA 67) which
he made during the launching last
fall.

The U. S. Navy Art Center and
the combat artist have continued to
tell the Navy’s story. It is not told in
words but in reds, yellows, blues
and, of course, in grays. It's all
there, thanks to the Navy combat
artist.

—Larry R. Henry, JO2, USN.




BOILER BUSINESS—CSS Hunley, shown here in model

o

and painting, was constructed from a modified steam boiler.

Submarine Pioneer

ol\r OF THE MOST recent acquisi-
tions of the U. S. Navy Memo-
rial  Museum, Washington Navy
Yard, Washington, D. C., is a bronze
bust of the Confederate Army cap-
tain who designed the first subma-
rine to sink a warship in combat.

The one-and-a-half-foot bust is
that of Captain Horace Lawson
Hunley, resting on a block of white
marble from his home state of Ten-
nessee,

CAPT Hunley was born in Sum-
ner County, Tenn., 29 Dec 1823.
Forty years later, in the midst of the
Civil War, he was primarily responsi-
ble for the design of the Confederate
States Ship Hunley, a submarine
constructed by Lieutenant W. A,
Alexander and Lieutenant George E.
Dixon of the 21st Alabama Volun-
teer Regiment.

Manned by a crew of nine vol-
unteers, Hunley was basically a
modified cylinder steam boiler, meas-
uring 36 to 40 feet long. She was
powered by a hand-turned propeller
which, under ideal conditions, could
move the submarine at a speed of
four knots.

Compared to the modern subma-
rine’s homing torpedoes and guided
missiles, Hunley’s armament was
primitive. It consisted of a floating
copper cylinder torpedo with flaring
triggers, towed some 200 feet behind
the submarine as it approached its
victim. At a certain distance from
the ship, Hunley would dive beneath
the target ship, surface on the other
side, and continue on course until
the torpedo struck the ship and ex-
ploded.

Hunley had a Dbrief but violent
history. Built in the spring of 1863,
she was accidentally swamped in the
harbor of Charleston, S. C., during
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August of that year. Five members
of her volunteer crew were drowned.

The submarine was later raised,
and CAPT Hunley himself took
charge of the vessel on 15 October
for practice dives under the Confed-
erate receiving ship Indian Chief.
Completing several successful dives,
Hunley submerged under Indian
Chief for a final time, but failed to
surface. CAPT Hunley and his en-
tire crew of seven were trapped un-
der nine fathoms of water and
perished.

The submarine was raised once
more, but the Commanding General
of the District of South Carolina,
General Pierre G. T. Beauregard, re-
stricted the ship from diving again.
She was fitted out with a “Lee spar-
torpedo” on her bow, which' was
designed to be rammed into an
enemy vessel and then exploded by
a line attached to the trigger after
the submarine had backed away.

IDEA MAN—aBust of Captain Horace

Lawson Hunley has been given

to U. S. Naval Memorial Museum.

Hunley patrolled Charleston Har-
bor for more than three months be-
fore she encountered the Federal
steam sloop-of-war Housatonic on
17 Feb 1864, in the north channel
entrance to the harbor. The heavily
ballasted submarine so surprised her
victim that only small arms fire could
be used against her; she struck
Housatonic near the mizzenmast, im-
planting her torpedo, then triggered
a shattering explosion that sent the
Federal ship to the bottom.

Hunley never returned from that
mission, but the cause of her loss is
still unknown. Possibly she went
down beneath the Housatonic; she
may have been swamped by waves
from the sinking ship; or she might
have been swept out to sea. Even
though her crew perished, Hunley’s
success foreshadowed the great im-
portance of undersea warfare in the
future.

A half-model of CSS Hunley is on
display in the Navy Memorial Mu-
seum near the bust of CAPT Hunley.
The eight-foot fiber glass half-model
is accompanied by drawings of the
submarine with historical captions.

The bust of Captain Hunley is a
gift from Mrs. B. J. Godwin Mitchell
and her mother, Mrs. 1. G. Duncan,
formerly of Memphis, Tenn., and
now of Winston-Salem, N. C. Mrs.
Mitchell, the creator of the bust, has
given the bronze casting to the Mu-
seum as a memorial of her fellow
Tennesseean.

Hours of the Navy Memorial Mu-
seumn are 9 am. to 4 p.m. on week-
days, and 10 am. to 5 p.m. on
Saturdays and Sundays. Located in
the Washington Navy Yard, 11th
and M St., S.E., the Museum is
open to the public free of charge.

19



~Navy piLot was down in North

Vietnam, and a helicopter de-
tachment from an aircraft carrier was
trying to find him and bring him out.

Lieutenant Robert W. Burnand,
Jr., vsngr, the plane commander of
one of the detachment’s armored
search and rescue helicopters, was
vectored inland three times, through
severe enemy ground fire, as the
search effort persisted over a period
of about five days.

On the Reservist’s third try a
helicopter flying with him was rid-
dled by automatic weapons fire
which completely disabled one of its
engines. The wounded whirlybird
limped off toward the sea, and was
met by a barrage of 37- and 57-mm
antiaircraft fire which caused addi-
tional heavy damage and wounded
every man on board.

Seeing what had happened to the
other helicopter (which later man-
aged to ditch near an American
destrover), LT Burnand knew he
had to stay in the area for the op-
eration to continue. So he and his
crew took a caleulated risk and ex-
posed themselves to the enemy’s fire
to continue the mission. Using eva-
sive maneuvers and directing coun-
terfire at the enemy, the lieutenant
and his crew managed to pin the
hostile forces down and successfully
complete their mission.
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NR UNITS team up for ASW exercise. Rt: LTIG J. A. Keller, USNR, shoots sun.

Three Cheers

For his extraordinary heroism in
this action LT Robert W. Burnand,
Jr., United States Naval Reserve, was
later awarded the Navy Cross—sec-
ond only to the Medal of Honor
as a combat decoration. Another
Naval Reservist, Ensign Edward G.
Marsyla, the wounded copilot who
helped nurse the other helicopter
back to a safe ditching, was awarded
the Silver Star Medal for his part in
the same operation.

T BURNAND is one of seven Naval

Reservists who  have  been
awarded the Navy Cross for heroism
in Vietnam action. And he and ENS
Marsyla are just two of the many
Naval Reservists who have been dec-
orated for heroism in combat or in
situations where they have risked
their own lives to save the lives of
others. The following Navymen are
only a few of the Reservists who
have been cited:

e LT Harold D. Meyerkord,
vsnr,  who was  posthumously
awarded the Navy Cross for re-
peated acts of heroism during more
than 30 combat operations as an
advisor to the Vietnamese Navy's
River Assault Groups. A new Knox

" class - escort ship (DE 1058), has

been named in his honor.
e Hospital Corpsman Third Class
Ronald W. Kidder, vssr, who re-

peatedly risked his life under fire to
aid the wounded of a Marine pla-
toon which was attacking positions
held by the enemy. He was awarded
the Silver Star Medal.

e Seaman Robert T. Souter, USNR,
who was awarded the Navy and
Marine Corps Medal for his rescue
of another Navyman in a harbor ac-
cident at Da Nang, South Vietnam.
Seaman Souter was working as a
line handler for a tug, removing a
pontoon causeway section from a
string of barges, when another line
handler fell into the water between
the pontoon and the barges. At the
risk of being crushed to death in the
narrowing gap between the ponder-
ous craft, the Reservist dove into the
water and helped haul the other man
to safety just before the causeway
section crunched into the barge.

e Seaman Rubin G. Binder,
usnk, who earned two Bronze Star
Medals with Combat “V,” the Navy
and Marine Corps Medal, the Navy
Commendation Medal and the Viet-
namese Cross of Gallantry for var-
ious acts of heroism with the Navy’s
River Patrol Forces.

e Seaman Neal A. Fenner, UsNg,
who was awarded the Navy and
Marine Corps Medal for an act of
quick-thinking heroism as the cox-
swain of a small patrol boat in Vung
Ro Bay, Viethnam. When a gasoline
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for the USNR

pipeline in the bay exploded, sinking
a LARC-V amphibious vehicle and
spreading flaming gasoline across
the water, Seaman Fenner rescued
the LARC’s five crewmen, including
one who had been seriously burned.
Then he made a pass at full throttle
close to the flaming gasoline to keep
it away from a tanker. The tanker,
which had been pumping into the
pipeline, was then able to halt the
fire with foam.

e LTJG Richard E. Benson and
LTJG Dennis S. Daniels, both
usnR, and both members of Helicop-
ter Antisubmarine Squadron Four,
LTJG Benson was pilot and LTJG
Daniels was second pilot on a flight
to save a downed airman who was
within minutes of being killed or
captured by the enemy. Despite in-
tense enemy fire at close range,
LTJG Benson hovered the helicopter
to make the rescue, ignoring several
rounds which entered the cockpit.
LTJG Daniels was wounded as the
enemy fire splintered the helicopter’s
airframe, but stayed at his post until
the rescue had succeeded. Both
Reservists were awarded the Silver
Star Medal for gallantry in action.

THE List could go on and on. Time

after time—as corpsmen, doctors
and chaplains with the Marines; as
Seabees; as members of the river

MAY 1968

patrol forces; as pilots; and in all
kinds of billets in the ships in the
Vietnam theater—Naval Reservists
have demonstrated their courage and
ability in life-or-death situations.

Altogether, approximately 111,000
Naval Reservists are now serving on
active duty. Of that number, about
68,000 are two-by-sixers—young en-
listed men who serve two-year tours
of extended active duty during a six-
vear enlistment in the Naval Re-
serve, On some ships of the Pacific
Fleet up to half the officers and as
many as one out of four of the en-
listed men are Reservists.

In addition to the great contribu-
tion made to the Vietnam effort by
the Naval Reservists on active duty
there, Naval Air Reserve transport
squadrons have also made a direct
contribution to the Vietnam effort
through the Southeast Asia airlift
program. Flying C-118 Liftmasters
and C-54 Skymasters across the Pa-
cific to Vietnam during their annual
two weeks of active duty for train-
ing or during shorter periods away
from their regular jobs, the Reserv-

ists helped carry high-priority cargo:

westbound and passengers east-
bound. Since May 1965, when the
airlift began, the Reservists have
logged some 75,236,000 passenger
miles, 20,850,000 ton-miles and
33,532 flight hours.

units in Vietnam. Below: Members of
Naval Air Reserve maintenance unit
fuel wing tank of P-2E patrol plane.




VIETNAM — Today approximately 111,000
Naval Reservists are on active duty, many
in Vietnam.
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WORLD WAR IlI—By war's end more than
three million Reservists saw duty.
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NOTHER EXAMPLE of the Air Re-

serve’s value occurred in Jan-
uary, when some 600 Naval Air
Reservists made the transition di-
rectly from civilian life to full-time
active duty within about 30 hours of
the President’s order calling certain
Air Force Reserve, Air National
Guard and Naval Selected Air Re-
serve units to active duty. In the
process, the Navy’s active air
strength was increased practically
overnight by three jet fighter squad-
rons, three jet attack squadrons and
a total of 72 aircraft.

Throughout its history the Naval
Reserve has been performing in
similar fashion to carry out its basic
mission—providing the Navy with
qualified individuals and trained
units to be available for active duty
in time of war, in national emer-
gencies, or whenever else such forces
may be needed.

The United States Naval Reserve,
under its present name, was first
authorized in 1915, but its predeces-
sors date back to the naval militia
of the Revolutionary War.

In World War I six out of 10
Navymen on active duty were Naval
Reservists and, altogether, a total of
some 30,000 Reserve officers and
300,000 enlisted men served on ac-
tive duty.

Before the United States entered
World War II the Naval Reserve was
mobilized and, by the war’s end,
more than three million Reservists
saw active duty. This was 87 per
cent of the Navy’s manpower.

vrinG THE Korean conflict 155,000

Naval Reservists answered the
call to arms on short notice, and
more than one out of four of the
Navymen on active duty were Re-
serves. In one typical month of air
operations in Korea three-fourths of
the 8000 combat sorties were flown
by Naval Reserve aviators.

WORLD WAR 1—Six out of 10 Navymen on
active duty were Naval Reservists.

More recently, in the Berlin crisis
of 1961, 40 Selected Reserve ships
and 18 Selected Air Reserve squad-
rons were called up in a partial
mobilization involving some 8000
men. These units were deployed to
augment the ASW forces of the
fleets.

In 1962, during the Cuban crisis,
Naval Air Reservists logged more
than 775 hours in logistics flights and
some 350 hours of surveillance flying
along the eastern seaboard and Gulf
of Mexico. They also transported
more than 620,000 pounds of cargo
and carried more than 1000 pas-
sengers some 122 000 miles. (The
Reserve fliers put in the time as part
of their weekend drills and active
duty for training.) In addition to
this airborne support, about 50 Air
Reservists volunteered for special
assignments in Atlantic Fleet Op-
erational Control Centers, where they
served in an active duty training
status as operational control watch
officers.

TODAY, the Naval Reserve has

grown to a total force of approxi-
mately 586,000 officers and enlisted
men, including the 111,000 on active
duty. Of the 475,000 not on active
duty, about 347,000 are in the
Ready Reserve; 38,000 in the
Standby Reserve; and 90,000 in the
Retired Reserve.

The Ready Reserve is composed
of those members of the Reserve
forces, not on active duty, who are
immediately available and subject to
call to active service in the event of
war or a national emergency de-
clared by the President or when
otherwise authorized by law. Only
members of the Ready Reserve may
receive pay for participation in Re-
serve training.

The Standby Reserve consists of
those Reservists (other than the Re-
tired Reserve) who are liable for
active duty in time of war or na-
tional emergency declared by Con-
gress, or when otherwise authorized
by law. However, the Navy cannot
recall a Standby Reservist to active
duty involuntarily until the Director
of Selective Service (through the
local draft boards) has determined
that he is available for active military
service, or while qualified Ready
Reservists are still available during
an emergency short of war,

Reservists who have completed
their Ready Reserve obligation, are
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transferred to the Standby Reserve,
unless they agree to remain in the
Ready Reserve.

Also within the Standby Reserve
is an inactive status list, consisting
of officers who are not required to
remain in the Ready Reserve, or who
are unable to participate in the pre-
scribed training. Members on the
inactive status list may be called to
active duty under the same condi-
tions as other members of the
Standby Reserve, but only when it
has been determined that adequate
numbers of qualified personnel in
active status (Ready or Standby) are
not available.

The Retired Reserve is composed
mainly of members who have com-
pleted the service requirements
necessary to establish retired pay
eligibility at age 60, plus others who
want to remain members of the
Naval Reserve, but who are not
eligible for, or do not desire, transfer
to or retention in any other category
of the Naval Reserve,

HE READY RESERVE, as the name

implies, is that part of the Naval
Reserve designed for the most im-
mediate response to a call to active
duty. Its main elements are the drill-
ing units of the Selected Reserve,
Phased Forces Reserve; and the Ac-
tive Status Pool. The Active Status
Pool is composed of Reserve person-
nel who have a remaining military
obligation in the Ready or Standby
Reserve not attached to drilling units
or on Appropriate Duty Orders; and

Appropriate Duty Personnel, who are
primarily officers regularly perform-
ing duties in support of the Naval
Reserve.

The Phased Forces Reserve
provides professional training and
guided study for Reserve officers on
inactive duty to give the Navy a
force of qualified officer personnel

who would be readily available for

mobilization if needed. It also in-
cludes some billets for enlisted Re-
servists.

The Selected Reserve, organized
in 1958, is geared for instant re-
sponse to a call to active duty. Tt
includes all the Naval Reservists in
drill pay status and the ships and
aircraft assigned to them. Selected
Reserve personnel have all been pre-
assigned and pre-ordered to Mobili-
zation Day billets, and carry orders
which they would execute auto-
matically in the event of an attack
upon the United States or imme-
diately upon declaration of a na-
tional emergency.

HrouGH Public Law 90-168, “The
Reserve Forces Bill of Rights and
Vitalization Act,” signed by the
President on 1 Dec 1967, the Se-
lected Reserve has acquired statutory

status. Beginning with Fiscal Year

1969, the strength of the Selected
Reserve in each Reserve component
will be authorized by law annually
as a prerequisite for the appropria-
tion of funds for the pay and allow-
ances of its personnel. In recent
vears the Selected Reserve has in-

cluded 126,000 Reservists in drill
pay status, as authorized by the
Secretary of Defense.

The Selected Reserve consists of
two separate programs—air and
other than air. Of the 126,000 drill
pay spaces, 96,600 are allotted to
the other than air program and
29,400 to the air program.

The other than air program is ad-
ministered by the Naval District
Commandants under the Com-
mander, Naval Reserve Training
Command, which is headquartered
at Omaha, Neb. The air. program,
administered by Commander, Naval
Air Reserve Training Command, has
its headquarters in Glenview, Tll.,
and functions through 18 naval air
stations and training units at various
locations throughout the United
States.

On very short notice the Ready
Reserve can add to the operating
forces 34 antisubmarine warfare
ships (17 DDs and 17 DEs), 36
full-sized air squadrons, many spe-
cialized units and thousands of offi-
cers and enlisted men to augment
the Fleet from peacetime to wartime
minning levels.

And this extra strength is readily
available at a fraction of the cost it
would take to maintain such forces
on a full-time basis with the active
Fleet.

It is this capability, the service
and selflessness of thousands of
Navymen, usNR, that make the Naval
Reserve such a valuable asset to both
the Navy and the nation.

DRILL TIME—Members of Reserve units at Naval and Marine Corps RTC, Treasure Island, muster for award ceremony.




HEN AIRMAN John E. Berry at-

tended Photographer’s Mate “A”
school at NATTU in 1958, the course
lasted only eight weeks.

Today, the period of instruction is
15 weeks, and Photographer’s Mate
first class Berry is an instructor in the
basic phase of the school.

After “A”  School graduation,
Berry was assigned to the Naval Air
Special Weapons Center, Kirkland
Air Force Base, N. M. Next, he spent
three yvears aboard vss Bon Homme
Richard (CVA 31) in the Gulf of
Tonkin.

In 1964 Berry, like most naval and
Marine Corps photographers during
their career, came home to the Naval
Air Technical Training Unit at NAS
Pensacola.

Most Navy, Marine Corps and
Coast Guard photographers begin
their training in PH “A” School.

NOW HEAR THIS—Instructor John E. Berry, PH1, talks over assignments and (rt.) checks student’s test negative.

Shooting the Works

With classroom lectures, practical
fieldwork and individual consulta-
tion, Berry and the other 18 in-
structors in the beginning phase of
the school teach the fundamentals of
photography to an average of 54
students a month.

Subjects covered in this phase in-
clude photographic theory, the press,
copy and view cameras; and printing
and processing assignments.

During the remainder of the
school, students receive instruction
in photojournalism, aerial photogra-
phy and motion pictures.

But Berry and his 18 fellow in-
structors are convinced that what
kind of naval photographers their
students become is determined dur-
ing those first few critical weeks of
basics.

—Story by T. K. Mason, JO2
Photos by Joel S. Cary, PHI



espiv 222 metur~ep to Norfolk

early this vear after a seven-
month deployment with PacFlt. The
movement of this division, of course,
was one of many—so what’s so un-
usual about that?

DesDiv 222 is not greatly different
from most ships and squadrons that
have deployed to Vietham and, in
due time, have returned. And that
is precisely why it is important.

It meant a lot to the men of the
destrover division and to their wives,
children and friends, after a lengthy,
arduous and demanding assignment.
In short, for them it was a real WEL-
COME HOME!

Arr Hanps has reported such
homecomings from time to time and
in many instances has had space to
give only an exceedingly condensed
report of the ships™ activities and ac-
complishments. Sometimes the re-
turnees have been the big, important
boys—ecarriers and such. Sometimes
they were the little ones—service
squadrons, LSTs, PBR squadrons,
and the like.

All have deserved a fuller account
of their adventures and the work
they have done. In the person of
DesDiv 222 we are telling of all
those men and ships who have gone
to Vietnam and who have returned
to a Welcome Home.

When the Division, consisting of
uss Damato (DD 871), Waldron
(DD 699) Leary (DD 879) and
Cony (DD 508) under the guidance
of Commander Robert R. Clement,
usn, finally hit Subic all hands re-
ceived a sobering reminder that this
was to be more than just another
cruise.,

XCEPT FOR THE ELEMENT of an-

ticipation, the trip had been until
that moment much like any other.
The month before actual departure
had been filled with bringing publi-
cations and paperwork up to date;
ordering spare parts, supplies and
accessories required for an extended
deployment away from home port.
The usual logistics routine. Taking
care of personal problems.

Training en route to the Canal;
training en route to San Diego where
logistics and briefings were sand-
wiched in between trips to the Zoo
and Disneyland. Training en route
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to Pearl, Waikiki Beach and pine-
apples; training en route to Midway;
training en route to Yokosuka, repair
work and more briefl,. gs.

However, before departure from
Subic each of the ships received .50-
caliber machine guns, flak jackets
and smoke pots for smoke screens—
bringing to each man the realization
that, before too long, he could well
be under hostile fire.

On 22 August Waldron departed
for the gunline; on 23 August,
Damato and Leary left as carrier
escorts; on 23 August, Cony too
headed tor the gunline.

00D TIMES IN PORT seemed far

away as 30- or more day periods
at sea became standard; comfortable
sleep became impossible because of
the frequent sound of guns firing.
Dependence on the oiler and stores
ship for fuel and supplies was no
longer a just-in-case. It was now a
must. Mail was the link with the
outside, arriving once every four or
five days on the gunline and Sea
Dragon, and almost every day if the
ship was escorting a carrier.

When it came time to shoot, shoot
the division did. (See Box Score,
page 26). More than 27,000 rounds
of ammunition were fired at the
enemy, with official assessment of
damage by ground and air spotters.

Many of the rounds went unob-
served as Marine and Army units
were supported at night by harass-
ment and interdiction fire.

Commodore Clement and his staff
spent the major portion of the de-
plovment as a task unit commander
conducting Sea Dragon operations
off the coast of North Vietnam. Dur-
ing the 38 days that the DesDiv 222
stalf spent on Sea Dragon opera-
tions, numerous missions were car-
ried out against North Vietnamese
waterborne logistic craft and coastal
targets.

N RETURN, the task unit was fired

upon a number of times by North
Vietnamese shore batteries.

On 13 September, Damato, with
ComDesDiv 222 embarked, re-
ceived two direct hits; and on 25
September, after having shifted his
pennant to uss Mansfield (DD 728),
that ship was also hit. Damage and

casualties were minimized; however,
Mansfield suffered one man killed
and several wounded as a result of
its hit.

The Division Medical Officer,
Lieutenant N. L. Hammond (MC),
usng, was awarded a Navy Com-
mendation Medal for his treatment
of Mansfield’s wounded.

Other staff duties included screen
commander duties for two different
attack carrier strike groups, and as
the Seventh Fleet surface/sub-sur-
face surveillance coordinator for the
Tonkin Gulf area.

Damato and Leary were the only
two ships of the division to operate
on Sea Dragon.

Damato logged the most time.
While operating north of the DMZ
for 26 days, she destroyed 20 North
Vietnamese waterborne logistic craft
and damaged 21 more.

She received counterbattery fire
nine times, with more than 550
rounds of enemy fire falling within
20 to 100 vards of the ship. Shrap-
nel littered the deck many times. In
one day—13 September—more than
200 rounds of hostile fire were re-
ceived.

Damato sustained two hits, one of
which destroyed the captain’s cabin
and the other hit amidships. No one
was injured, but the Captain was
exceedingly annoyed and there was
enough damage to the ship to war-
rant a trip to Subic Bay for repairs.
The ship returned promptly to Sea
Dragon and destroyed four supply
craft in one week and seven the next.

EARY OPERATED on Sea Dragon

with the cruiser uss Canberra
(CA